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FROM THE COMMITTEE ON COLOURED POPULATION. &

REPORT
COMMITTEE

ON THR

’COLOURED POPULATION,

“To WHICH WAS REFERRED

AN ORDER OF THE HOUSB,

{

mnmc'rm& THEM TO ENQUIRE INTO THE EXPEDIENQY o

YORCING ALL THF : FREE ‘PEOPLE OF COLOUR TO LEAVH
THIS STATE, WITHIN A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME,”

~ -y, Peets
~

By ture House or DELEGATES,
March 17th, 18§6

Read the ﬁrst tlme and ordeied to lie on the table. -~ .
By order, GEO. G:. BREWER, Cl’k
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«i ANNAPOLIS:
JBREMIAH HUGHES, PRINTER.
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malignant foe of our institutions, point his finger to
your Declaration of Independence, and in bitter
mockery exclaim, it was unmeaning parchment—and

touching you in a yet more tender point, ask you to

interpret the clause of your Bill of Rights, which
says, ¢that no freeman ought to be taken or 1mpris-

oned, or dissiezed of his {reehold, liberties or privi--

leces, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner de-
stroyed or deprived of his life, liberty or property,
but by the judgment of his Peers, or the law of the
“landi2. - ,
~ Your Committee need not also remind you that they
imagine that patriotism to be rather selfish,which looks
to the immediate benefit of sectional limitsonly. Aud
suggest to you, that the more elevated feeling is that
which looks to the country, and the-whole country in
its views and actions—-carrying out this view, suppose
“the disgorgement of black population, here prayed
for, to take place—immediately they remove to
States, more friendly to them and more hostile to the
institutions of domestic slavery, and open places of
refuge and resort for absconding slaves from your
limits, or leaguing with fanatic abolitionists and their
aid, for the accomplishment of their diabolical and
fiend-like operations. Kor remember that upon the
passage of such a law as your committee are required
to consider, removal to {ree non-slaveholding States
is the inevitable result. Emigration to Liberia, to
meet the crisis in such event, being worse than chi-
merical. - e oy

Believing then that justice cries aloud against the
proposed legislation; that the principles of your or-
canic law, and the genius and spirit of freedom revolt
at it—that even that forecast which looks beyond the
limited horizon of utter selfishness does not point to
such a course, your committee feel constrained to say
that such legislation ought' not, and they trust will
not be granted. o

All which is respectfully submitted by
' | SAMUEL, HAMBLETON.
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